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My Town Wellesley
Noriko Sakai

[ live in the town of Wellesley. It is a sophisticated and beautiful town with rolling hills,
lovely landscaped houses, public buildings, parks, college campuses and so on. These are
appreciated by the large number of people in the town. Among them The Town Hall,
Wellesley Congregational Church and Wellesley Hills Branch Library attract me very

much. These are cultural figures and harmonize with the beauty and nature in the town.

Three hundred years ago if the settlers of early colonies along the Indian trail had
passed by on their horses, they would have seen only trees and deer. In November, two
hundred years ago, when George Washington passed through the area, he saw only farm
houses. Soon there would be a big change. He would never have imagined such a

beautiful and convenient town as Wellesley today.

The Town Hall stands on the loveliness of lawn and foliage at 525 Washington Street as

you enter Wellesley square from the east. It was built in a convenient area and once

THE BAJ NEWS #61 23



HARZ k2SR November 1, 2023

served as Wellesley’s library from 1882 to 1959. Its commanding position displays lovely
features to benefit the structure of the Town Hall that is important for Wellesley. Every
citizen can admire and is proud of speaking about it in Wellesley. Family groups enjoy the
area surrounding The Town Hall. The French castle-like Town Hall incorporated into
mixed design of Baroque, Renaissance and Gothic elements. The whole figure is Gothic
style. (Plate 1) The thick mass of unbroken stones with
wall buttresses in Gothic order. We find a handsome
entrance. The length of the two heavy arms and a
porch are equal. The facade of Greek temple-like free
standing ionic order column which connects to the
towers. The ornament of a doorway and a wall is

simple. The radiating roof of the center section and the

cylindrical towers with pyramidal roof are in the order
of Baroque. Pretty Palladian windows of the side section are pointed out with a small

sculpture. It is accented in clean stone wall with a clock on the front.

People gather at Wellesley square, on Washington street where the Wellesley
Congregational Church stands. (Plate 2) It shows
beautiful proportion and a graceful cupola rising against
blue sky. There, people meet with neighbors or
friends. They enjoy talking each other and pray to
God. There is a sense of community. The church

tower looks over us with noble manner. Every citizen

admires and is proud of the church building. This
church is high Georgian style taken simple form and
refined in plan details. The church is characterized by the addition of a columnar portico
on a west entrance. The elegance of the porch is set. The facade is plain with the free-
standing columns that support the gallery with simple design. The American “classic”
type of Georgian Church is a box-like and two-story building with simple rectangular

windows. It is totally Adamesque and very English in style.

Another a beautiful structure, Wellesley Hills Branch
Library, is located at 210 Washington street. Every
citizen can be proud to study and read here. The town
has responsibility to give grace to the people. Its
purpose, in colonial period, is for educating people and
personal beauty. This library stands beside Washington

street on a main road and is close to a residential plate 3
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section. It is convenient for my family. I often find children with their mothers who are
reading fairy tales for them in the peaceful scenery. Wellesley Hills Branch Library shows
simple proportion and structures. (Plate 3) It looks like New England stone house or
English Gothic church that is a simple rectangular building. A triangular entrance is
fashionable with small symmetric window. This building is a simple rectangular structure
with massive stone walls, steep roof with pretty classic style cupola and chimney. This

extremely simple building fits into the greenery and the residential housing so well.
The Public buildings, The Town Hall, The Church and the Library are situated in a

quiet and beautifully landscaped gardened area. The structures of these buildings which

has cultural beauty impress many visitors.
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