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THE JAPANSOCIETY OF BOSTON,INC.

FOUNDED 1904 Showa Boston Institute . 420 Pond St . Boston, MA 02130

Tel: (617) 522-0740 fax: (617) 522-0840
Grilli@JapanSocictyBoston,org www.JapanSocietyBoston.org

From the desk of the Peter M. Grilli - President

2012 New Year Message to Members of the Nihon Boston-kai

From Peter M. Grilli, President, Japan Society of Boston

Dear BAJ Members,

Itis a great pleasure to send all of you warm New Year greetings from Boston. | think often of the
friendship linking the Nihon Boston-kai and the Japan Society of Boston.  Our members deeply appreciate
the friendship and support of the BAJ and we wish you well,

2011 dawned brightly, but it was soon enveloped in disaster. Japan’s suffering in the long aftermath of
the terrible events of March 11 remained in our hearts and minds throughout the year. Everywhere in the
world, people were deeply moved by the strength and fortitude of the people of the Sanriku coastline of
Tohoku, and were impressed with the determination of the entire Japanese nation to recover quickly. Such
feelings were especially strong in Boston. | am proud that so many Americans — first the U.S. military
forces and then ordinary Americans throughout this country = moved quickly to the support of Japanese
friends. It revealed the depth 6f the friendship that links our twe countries at every level.  We know that
the sense of friendship and support is mutual, and that the people of both countries will help each other
wholeheartedly and without hesitation in times of need.

2012 has also dawned brightly, and with it our hopes and prayers that this year will be a much happier year
than last.  There are wonderful indications that Japan and New England will grow ever closer in the
months and years to come.  This year we will celebrate the 100%™ annive rsary of the 1912 gift of cherry
trees from the people of Japan to the United States. Those original cherry trees have transformed the
Potomac Basin in Washington DC into a site of extraordinary beauty. This year, new cherry trees will be
planted in many American cities, including Boston, as a symbol of the enduring friendship of Japanese and
Americans. The springtime will also bring to Boston a long-awaited direct link to Japan, when Japan
Airlines inaugurates its non-stop service between Boston and Tokyo. That will make it immeasurably
easier and more pleasant for Japanese visitors to come to Boston and for the people of New England to
travel to Japan. Finally, a wonderful bi-national “hero” — Bobby Valentine — has just arrived in Boston, and
his presence here will transform not only the Boston Red Sox but will also be another strong kizuna or bond
of friendship between Boston and Japan. Last week, the Japan Society of Boston hosted a reception to
welcome Bobby to Boston, and he spoke movingly about his experiences in Japan and his deep affection for
the Japanese people. | wish all of you could have attended that wonderful evening with Bobby Valentine
at Fenway Park.

Continuedon Page 7
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2 0 1 2 New Year Message to Members of the Nihon Boston Kai

Continued from Page 6

The Japan Society of Boston’s gala Annual Dinner, on April 18, 2012, will highlight a “Sakura 100 Festival”

that will symbolize many of our ties of friendship.

| am delighted, and honored, to announce that the

keynote speaker at the Annual Dinner will be Dr. Kazuo Inamori, Japan’s visionary business leader who is
currently Chairman of Japan Airlines, alongside his continuing responsibilities at Kyocera and KDDI. ~ At the
Annual Dinner we will also honor Ms. Wakako Tsuchida, the legendary wheelchair marathoner who has
won the women’s wheelchair Boston Marathon annually for the past five years. The Annual Dinner will be
a truly festive event on April 18, and | hope some of you may be able to attend.

| hope that 2012 will bring many opportunities for our members to meet, either in Boston or Japan. We
look forward to welcoming you here!  With prayers for your continued health and good fortune in the
months and years to come, and with warm wishes that we will meet again soon,

Yours sincerely,

[

Peter M. Grilli
President
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THE STONE IS ERECTED BY HIS WIFE
MARY McNEIL FENOLLOSA.
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