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10th Anniversary and Me
a lecture by Dr.David C. Knapp

former president of Japan Society of Boston

Good afternoon. I wish to thank the Society
and the Asahi Gakuen Educational Foundation
for inviting my wife Rita and me to join with
you. We are specially pleased to be here for
the beginning of the 10th anniversary of our
sister-state agreement, and to invite you to
join with us in September for our commemora-
tion.

Two months ago, Mr. Nakagaki suggested that
I speak today on “Me and Hokkaido.™ Over 17
vears has become a lengthy tale, so this af-
ternoon I shall offer only a brief summary of
my introducion to Hokkaido events related to
the sister state agreement, a few personal
reflections, and finally some thoughts about
the future.

Introduction

I came to Japan for the first time in the au-
tumn of 1983 to attend a conference celebra-
ting the anniversary of the opening of Tsukuba

University near Tokyo, and to learn first hand
about the exchange agreements between the
University of Massachusetts and universities
and colleges in Japan.

I knew little about Hokkaido when I came -
something about ¥illiam S. Clark’s work here
in 1876, something about the Sapporo Winter
Olympics. My education began quickly under the
tutelage of then President Arie of Hokkaido
University. He and the university staff
acquainted me with the university, Sapporo and
its outlying areas, including Lake Shikotsu.

Some days, later 1 left with appreciation
of how much Hokkaido and Massachusetts had in
common - in landscape, history, and educa-
tional interest. As reminders of the visit, I
carried home a book of photographs and paint-
ings, entitled “Mountains which can be seen
from Sappore,” given to me by President Arie,
and a necklace of lacquer on tortise shell
which I had purchased as a gift for my wife.
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I thought of them as unique symbols of a
once—in-a-lifetime occasion.

That was not to be. I have been back to
Japan nine times, seven to Hokkaido. In fact,
in the past decade, I have landed at Narita
more than at any other airport outside of the
United States. I have become deeply engaged
with Japan, first with our sister-state agree-
ment and then as president of the Japan
Society of Boston. All told, my first journey
was a life changing experience.

Sister-State Agreement

In the seven years after 1983, all my contacts
with Hokkaido took place in Masschusetts.
President Arie came to the University of Mass-
achusettsin 1985, and Kitty Dukakis, wife of

our Governor, came to Hokkaido in the same

year. The idea of a sister-state relationship
emerged. Early in 1987. I became chair of the
committee to plan and promote a sister—state
agreement, with Pat Givens of the State’s
International Trade Office as staff. Over the
next two years, we were very fortunate to have,
as the Consul General of Japan in Boston, your
current ambassador to Moscow, Mr. Tamba.

As meny of you will recall, in these years
visits between our two states multiplied. As
chairman of the sister state committee, I
presided at many occasions, met literally
hundreds of men and women from Hokkaido -
professors, teachers, parents, professional
women, marathon runners, artists, businessmen,
political leaders, and journalists. As Pres-
ident of the University, I was able to award
honorary degrees to some of your eminent
people. Rita and I enjoyed having friends
from Hokkaido in our home and at my Club in
Boston.

Clearly by 1990, the time had come for the
sister-state agreement. 1 was honored to
return to Sapporo, with Rita, to represent the
Commonwealth and Governor Dukakis at the two~

way televised signing ceremony. Uther offcial
visits followed. T accompanied ¥illiam Weld
in 1991 on the first visit of a Massachusetts
Governor to Hokkaido, and returned later for
biennial discussion on the agreement. I was
honored later to represent the Commonwealth on
two more occasions:the Historical Museum open-
ing of the Lyman Collection exhibit. a project
dear to the heart of Mr. Kashihara, and then
again on the 5th anniversary celebration of
the 1990 agreement, with its May/lower smow

sculpture.

Reflections on the Past
Let ne note some of the developments of the

past decade which give me special satisfaction
Exchange agreements between academic institu-
tions have increased in number, as have sister
city agreements and those between organiza-
tions, such as the education boards and the
cooperative agreement between the Northern
Regions Center and the Massachusetts Centers
for Excellence. Massachusetts teachers have
been here to observe classroom education at
first hand.

Discussions have taken place on pelicy areas
which I have thought for Hokkaido-biotechnol-
ogy, the aging population, and telecommunica-
tions in schools. Students, teachers and
parents have come to attend the Hokkaido
International Junior Art Camp. Art and music
had an important role on a number of occasions,
such as the woodblock demonstration in Boston
on the 5th anniversary. Unfortunately we have
not made progress on economic and trade rela-
tionship, but it remains on our sister-state
planning agenda.

Over 17 years, thanks to generous and
thoughtful hosts, I have bad the good fortune
to travel and expand my knowledge of Hokkaido.
I have spoken at the Law School and the Inter-
national Exchange Center at Nanae, engaged in
discussion on university education at

(Continued on page 6)
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several institutions, visited Otary,
Hakodate, and finally guided by Mr. Yamashita,
Daisetsuzan National Park,where by a waterfall
I renewed, by chance, my acquaintance with the
gentleman who brought to us Hokkaido's gift
for restoring the Lyman Collection and
building the Clark Memorial Park in Amherst.

Rita and I have many memories of these
visits scattered throughout our home, most es—
pecially gifts of lacquer ware, textiles and
weavings, woodblock prints carved wood and
stone, and classical music recordings, and
because we are collectors by nature, glass
paperweights and birds, books. and some very
special bookmarks.

Many people have made us feel at home in
Hokkaido. Among them, officers members and
staff of this Society and the Northern Regions
Center; the translators who have endured my
speeches, one of whom helped me locate a gor-
geous book on Japanese mushrooms for my wife;
and others whom we have met in chance en-
counters.

Several people deserve special mention.
Governors and Mrs. Yokomichi and Hori have
been gracious in person and in their in-
terests in the sister-state relationship. I
especially pay tribute to the memory of Mr.
Kashihara who, whether riding a cross—state
bus in Massachusetts or hosting a spectacular
Japanese meal, was a splendid companion. Rita
and I have enjoyed and
benefitted from the
hospitality and gener-

sEE R EEREN) 0FFESYIFa oV RIT—
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osity of President
Asahi and his family,
both here and in
Boston. Our discus-
sions on academic

planning have been

The Future
Over the years I have seen many educational
and cultural exchanges come into being. Most
begin with enthusiasm. Some prosper: Nore
become dormant for long seasons. In Massachu-
setts few have been as vital as those with
Hokkaido,
stood the test of time.

We look forward to all of you — as well as

Our sister-state agreement has

Hokkaido art and music - coming to join with
us in Massachusetts in September fo celebrate
our sister-state accomplishments, and most
especially to define our future relationships.
Programs are planned for both Boston and
Amherst,
Massachusetts and you in Hokkaido have a very

In this 10th anniversary year, we in

special opportunity - to extend and strengthen
our long historicel relationship along both
old and new paths, far into the foreseeable
future.

Let me thank all of you for your friend-
ship, hospitality, and generosity. As I retire
from my Japan-related roles in Boston, I want
you to know that you have become a significant
part of my life since I first stepped off
that plane seventeen years ago.
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A From Left to Right: Akfo Matsue, Vice President of HMS; Yumiko Yokomichi, Former Governor's
Wife; Mikio Arie, Honorary President of HMS; Dr. David C. Knapp; Rita Knapp; Masac
Morimoto, President of HMS; Mie Abe, Vice President of HMS; Masafumi Nakagaki, Director &
Secretary General of HMS; Juichi Takahashi, Director of Intl. Div., Hokkaido Asai Gakuen Univ.
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